
 

 

Santas on the Run! 
Sunday 2nd December 2018. Sign-in from 09:30, Fun run starts at 11:00 

 

First and foremost I’d like to say a big thank you for registering to take part in Santas on the Run on 
Sunday 2nd December 2018; the jolliest jog of the year. Please find below the essential information 
that you will to have a safe and enjoyable day with us whilst helping to raise vital funds for Pilgrims 
Hospices. You can also find some frequently asked questions online at www.pilgrimshospices.org.  
 
If you have any queries about the event please don’t hesitate in getting in contact, please send all 
queries to Lydia.Todd@pilgrimshospices.org or 01227 812621. 
 
Venue 
Santas on the Run! will be returning to The Central Bandstand, Central Parade, Herne Bay CT6 5JN 
 
Getting to Santas on the Run! 
Santas on the Run! is taking place in a central location of Herne Bay so that it is accessible to all. 
There is street parking located close to the event venue as well as pay and display car parks – the 
closest one being Neptune Car Park, CT6 5JG. 
 
If you are travelling via public transport, there are multiple bus stops along Herne Bay High Street 
which is a 5 minute walk from our venue, or the train station is a 25 minute walk from the venue.  
 
Routes 
You have the choice of running a 3k or 5k route along Herne Bay seafront. Both routes will follow the 
same path along to Hampton and back, the 3k will simply have a turn around point which will be 
signposted and marshalled. You can find the routes at: www.pilgrimshospices.org/santa   
 
Within the starting area we would appreciate it if you could find the appropriate area for yourself 
which will be signposted and have a marshal elf present. The areas will be split into the following 
groups: 

 5k runners at the front 

 3k runners 

 5k walkers 

 3k walkers 

 Buggies, wheelchairs, sleighs and those participating with a dog to follow 
 

We have put these area splits into place for your safety and would appreciate if they could be 
followed as closely as possible.  
 
Please keep in mind that this is a fun run and not a race of any type. If you would like to record your 
time please feel free to use a personal device to do so.  
 
The route will be fully marshalled and they are there for your safety. Please adhere to any 
instructions given by marshals and please be considerate to other users of the path as this a shared 
space. 
 
Accessing Santas on the Run! 
During the registration process of Santas there will be a one-way system in operation; this will 
ensure that the Central Bandstand doesn’t get too congested and that your registration runs as 
smoothly as possible.  
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Please enter the Central Bandstand via the pier side entrance and you will then be directed by our 
volunteer elves to registration. Once you have checked in with our volunteer elves you will be 
directed to collect your Santa suit (if you didn’t collect it in advance). You will then be directed onto 
the seafront on the clock tower side of the seafront where you can change into your Santa suit and 
meet your fellow Santas! 
 
Registration 
Registration will open at 9:30 and will be in alphabetical order by surname. If you have signed up as 
a group or a family please attend the group/family registration desk. Please register by 10:40 so that 
you can take part in our warm up act with Active Life!  
 
When you register you will receive your runner wristband which you will need to show in exchange 
for your Santa suit, if you are collecting on the day. 
 
Santa Suits 
You will receive a Santa suit as part of your registration and they will be given to everyone who has 
pre-registered. Our Santa suits come in adult size or child size, we can’t guarantee that the fit will be 
perfect for you; but that’s all part of the fun!  
 
We will be hosting Santa suit collection evenings at our Canterbury Hospice (56 London Rd, 
Canterbury CT6 5JN) on the following dates: 
 
Collection date 1 – Tuesday 13th November between 16:00 – 18:00 
Collection date 2 – Tuesday 27th November between 16:00 – 18:00 
 
If you are planning to attend a Santa suit collection evening then please email your full name and the 
date you’ll be attending to lydia.todd@pilgrimshospcies.org. 
 
If you are unable to attend one of our collection dates then you can collect your Santa suit on the 
morning of the event, after you have registered and received your runner wristband.  
 
If you have friends who are planning to register on the day then we cannot guarantee that they will 
receive a Santa suit, but we would love to still see them dressed up in their own Santa suit!  
 
Medals 
You will receive a well deserved finishers medal when you return from your 3k or 5k Santas run!  
 
Toilets 
There are public toilets available at the Central Bandstand, on the Central Esplanade and at 
Hampton Car Park. 
 
Changing Facilities and Valuables 
There will be no changing facilities on the day. If you are collecting your Santa suit at the venue, 
please wear an outfit that you can put your Santa suit on over.  
 
There will not be a manned baggage area on the day, therefore we advise you to only bring what 
you need for the run. Please take into consideration that any belongings that you leave behind will 
be done so at your own risk.  
 
 



 

 

Refreshments 
Makcaris Coffee Shop in the Central Bandstand will be open for you to purchase refreshments 
before and after your fun run. There will be a water station at the turn around point of the 5k route 
and when you reach the finish line. We will also have water bowls for your doggies that take part; 
these will be located at Hampton and the start/finish line.  
 
Photography 
We will have photographers at the event who will be taking photos and videos throughout to 
capture memories of the day! We’d love for you to pose for pictures and tell us your story of why 
you’re taking part in Santa on the Run! However, please tell our team if you’d prefer not to have 
your photo taken.  
 
If you capture your own memories of the day please do share them with us, we love to see all of 
your pictures! Please tag us on Twitter and Facebook and use the hashtag #PilgrimsSanta  
 
First Aid 
We will have first aid elves on the day provided by Black Ark Medical Services. If there is a medical 
emergency, you must call 999 and see the help of the emergency services who are aware that the 
event is taking place. You should also tell your closest marshal so that they can contact the events 
team or call the event hotline number (07525 803818) so that our event medics can be mobilised as 
often they can arrive on scene faster than an ambulance.  
 
Sponsorship  
Much of the entry fee of Santas on the Run! goes towards running the event and making sure that 
you have an enjoyable and safe experience. We’d love you to raise sponsorship for your Christmas 
challenge dressed as Santa! If you’d rather not ask your friends and family to sponsor you, we hope 
you might consider making a personal donation towards the care that we provide. This can be done 
during the online registration process or at any time on our website, at our hospices in Canterbury, 
Ashford or Margate, or on the day of the event.  
 
It costs Pilgrims Hospices £14 million a year to provide skilled and compassionate care to our 
community and events like Santas on the Run! helps us to continue caring for local people as they 
near the end of life. We’d greatly appreciate you to download a sponsorship form or set up your 
online fundraising page with JustGiving. Don’t forget to encourage your sponsors to tick the Gift Aid 
box if they’re eligible to do so; for every £1 donated we’ll be able to claim an extra 25p from the 
government at no cost to you or your sponsors. It makes a huge difference! 
 
When you have finished your fundraising please send your sponsorship form and money raised to: 
Supporter Relations, Santas on the Run!, Pilgrims Hospices, 56 London Road, Canterbury CT2 8JA or 
drop it into one of our hospices if it’s easier for you (if you’re sending money via cheque, please 
make them payable to Pilgrims Hospices in east Kent). Please try to have your money with us by 31st 
January so that we can shout from the rooftops how much you’ve helped us raise!  
 
We wish you the best of luck in your training and we hope you have a fantastic day! If you have any 
questions in the run up to your event please do get in touch either on 01227 812621 or 
Lydia.Todd@pilgrimshospices.org. There are also frequently asked questions on our website for you 
to have a read of.  
 
Thank you for supporting Pilgrims Hospices. 
 

Lydia Todd Community Fundraising Officer 
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